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Polishing Prose
A checklist

Either picture a reader or pretend you are the reader, read your writer, and ask:


Does the writing flow and make sense, like published text?


Does the title fit the whole piece? Does it invite a reader?


Is the lead inviting and purposeful? Does it set the tone for the 

rest of the piece?


Does the conclusion resonate and satisfy?


Is the any information left out that you need to know?


Is there any information that should be cut, because it isn’t  

pertinent or doesn’t move the piece along?


Is the writing visual? Can a reader see the story happening?


Does the dialogue sound the way people would talk? 


Is there a balance of dialogue and narrative?


Have you said something more than once?


Can you see, hear, feel, taste the writing?


Have you listened for too many ands and thens?


Do the paragraphs break where they need to? Are any of them too long? Too short or choppy?


Have you read the writing over and over again to yourself and listened to it with a critic’s ear?
