Experiment with Essay Leads (getting the reader into your paper)
Your lead must include:

A HOOK + your THESIS STATEMENT

Some Hooks to Try:
· Anecdote: a brief story that captures the essence of the issue or situation.

· Quotation: a voice not your own that speaks to or exemplifies the problem or issue

· News: the writer gives the reader the who-what-where-when-why of a situation or issue

· Background: the writer gives a brief history of the issue or situation
Some Leads to Avoid, Please:
A dictionary definition(“Webster’s defines love as…”): it’s cliché

A question to the reader (How did the hamburger you had for dinner last night get from the shelves of your supermarket?): it presumes the reader cares about answering

A lead that isn’t focused (Adoption programs in this country have some flaws. They aren’t completely bad, but they need to be dealt with. There are a couple things I’m concerned about, even though, overall, adoption is a good thing.”): the reader is confused and bored before the writer has even started the essay.
Example:

A year ago, my grandfather was diagnosed with Congestive Heart Failure. The doctors told him that he would probably be in and out of the hospital for the rest of his life. They were right. Over the next year we watched him suffer and grow weaker and weaker, yet all we could do was stand by helplessly with no power to help him. He died one night after his third round of pneumonia. All we could do was be there and watch. After witnessing my grandfather’s pain in his last moments, I now wish someone could’ve made him go with grace. While controversial, Dr. Jack Kevorkian, was a proponent of this kind of respite for the sick. Even though he is now passed himself, he should be considered a hero by today’s standards because he found a way to give a voice to those who have become helpless in the face of disease. 

1. Which type of hook is this an example of?

2. Underline the Thesis Statement.

